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If there is anything we should have learned

from our history, it is that using racial big-
otry for political advantage always back-
fires. Sometimes in the short run, sometimes
in the long run. Often both.

And if you allow yourself to be dragged
along in its raging current—even if only
briefly—you will live the rest of your life re-
gretting your mistake.

I know.

Seventeen years ago this General Assem-
bly debated whether to make the birthday of
Martin Luther King, Jr. a state holiday.

Many of the arguments I heard then I hear
again today.

‘‘What will they want next?’’

‘‘You know you can’t satisfy them.’’

The argument that gave the most political
cover was ‘‘Martin Luther King was a great
man, but we already have enough holidays,
and we don’t need any more.’’

I was a young state senator, and my calls
and constituents, for whatever reason, were
against the King Holiday. I knew it was the
right thing to do, but I was so worried about
my political future that I did what many leg-
islators do: when the vote came up, I had im-
portant business elsewhere.

1 knew instantly I’d made a mistake. So
when the bill came back to the Senate for
agreement, I voted for it.

I was immediately besieged by constitu-
ents; so on final agreement, I voted against
it.

There is not a day that goes by that I do
not regret that vote.

Fortunately, there were enough leaders in
this General Assembly then with the wisdom
and the fortitude that I lacked as a young
legislator.

Don’t make my mistake.

Each of you knows the right thing to do.

You know it in your heart.

You know it in your mind.

You know it in your conscience.

And, in the end, that is all that matters.

When the dust settles and controversy
fades, will history record you as just another
politician or as a person of conscience?

Make no mistake, just as with me and a
vote almost 20 years ago, history will make
a judgment.

Robert E. Lee once said ‘‘it is good that
war is terrible, otherwise men would grow
fond of it.’’

This is not an issue upon which we should
have war.

Our people do not need to bleed the color of
red Georgia clay.

This is an issue that demands cool heads
and moderate positions.

Preserving our past, but also preserving
our future.

And not allowing the hope of partisan ad-
vantage to prohibit the healing of our peo-
ple.

Like most of you, I am a mixture of old
and new, of respect and honor for the past,
and of hope for the future.

The children of tomorrow look to us today
for leadership.

If we show them the courage of our convic-
tions, they will one day honor us as we honor
the true leaders of decades past.

Do your duty—because that is what God
requires of all of us.

CELEBRATING DETROIT’S
TRICENTENNIAL

HON. CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2001

Ms. KILPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, it is time to
celebrate the City of Detroit. This year Detroit
turns 300 years young, and we are presently
in the midst of a year long celebration com-
memorating the City’s founding. As a De-
troiter, I am proud of the contributions our City
has made to the State of Mchigan and the Na-
tion.

Detroit is the oldest major city in the
Mdwest. It began as a small French commu-
nity along the Detroit River when Antione de
la Mothe Cadillac founded a garrison and fur
trading post on the site in 1701.

Over the last three centuries, Detroit has
played a pivotal part in our Nation’s develop-
ment. It was a key staging area during the
French and Indian War, and one of the key
areas which inspired early Americans to move
westward.

In the 19th Century, the City was a vocal
center of antislavery sentiment. It played an
important role on the road to freedom for tens
of thousands of African-American slaves who
sought refuge in Canada by means of the Un-
derground Railroad.

Detroit is best known perhaps for the indus-
trial center that put the Nation on wheels. Be-
cause of entrepreneurs of the likes of Henry
Ford, automobiles were made affordable to
people of average incomes. Automotive trans-
portation was no longer a privilege of the
wealthy. With the invention of the Model T,
many working Americans found it within their
means to purchase an automobile.

With its growth as an industrial center, De-
troit also played a central role in the develop-
ment of the modern-day labor movement. I am
proud that Detroit is home of the United Auto-
mobile Workers Union, the UAW, and many
other building, service and industrial trades
unions, including the International Brotherhood
of Teamsters.

Although Detroit’s association with the auto-
mobile industry earned it the nickname of
‘‘Motown,’’ it was Barry Gordy who made the
‘‘Motown Sound’’ come alive and made Detroit
a major entertainment capital in the United
States. People are still ‘‘Dancin’in the Streets’’
in Detroit and throughout the country to
sounds of The Supremes, The Temptations,
The Four Tops, Smokey Robinson and the
Miracles, the Jackson Five and many more
Motown Artists. Detroit is also home to the
Queen of Soul, Ms. Aretha Franklin. Now,
how’s that for a little ‘‘R-E-S-P-E-C-T.’’

Mr. Speaker, there are many more wonder-
ful things about my City, and they are listed in
legislation that I, Mr. CONYERS and the entire
Michigan Congressional Delegation are intro-
ducing today commemorating and congratu-
lating the City of Detroit on the occasion of its
tricentennial. I am also gratified to note that
similar legislation will be introduced in the
Other Body.

In offering this legislation, I am pleased that
it has the support of the entire Michigan Con-

gressional Delegation. I thank my Michigan
colleagues for their support, and I urge my
colleagues in the House to support the pas-
sage of this resolution.
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Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to in-
troduce a bill that will authorize the American
Friends of the Czech Republic to establish a
memorial in our nation’s capital to honor
Tomas Garrigue Masaryk, the first president of
Czechoslovakia. This bill celebrates his life’s
achievements and his quest for democracy,
peace, freedom, and humanity. The statue of
Mr. Masaryk will immortalize a good friend of
the United States and a pioneer for world de-
mocracy. Tomas Masaryk exemplifies the
democratic ideal best expressed by his words,
‘‘Not with violence but with love, not with
sword but with plough, not with blood but with
work, not with death but with life-that is the
answer of Czech genusis, the meaning of our
history and the heritage of our ancestors.’’

Mr. Speaker, Tomas Garrigue Masaryk, the
first president of Czechoslovakia, stands out in
history as the best embodiment of the close
ties between the United States and Czecho-
slovakia. He knew America from personal first-
hand experience from repeated trips as a phi-
losopher, scholar and teacher, spread over
four decades. He taught at major universities
in the United States, and he married a young
woman from Brooklyn, NY, Charlotte Garrigue,
and carried her name as his own. For four
decades he saw America progress from pio-
neer beginnings to the role of a world leader.
Masaryk’s relationship with

Today, Masaryk stands as a symbol of the
politics of morality and the purpose of a true
nation state. A steadfast disciple of Wilson,
Lincoln and Jefferson it is befitting that he be
honored as a world leader and friend of the
United States by a monument to his work.

Mr. Speaker, I want to point out that Tomas
Masaryk was among the few Czech intellec-
tuals who vigorously attacked the ritual murder
trial of a Jew, Leopold Hilsnor in 1899, and re-
sulted in the release from prison of Mr. Hilsnor
in 1916. Under his presidency the over-
whelming majority of Czechoslovakian Jews
preferred to stay in Czechoslovakia because
they felt secure in the new state under his hu-
manitarian and liberal regime. The American
Jewish Committee singled out President Ma-
saryk in its report on Czech-Israeli Relations
hailing him as a man ‘‘who supported openly
the Zionist idea and became the first president
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of a state who ever visited the pre-war Pal-
estine. Streets and squares in Israel are
named after him as well as a kibbutz.’’

My legislation authorizes that a memorial
sculpture to Tomas Masaryk be established in
a park, just steps away from the location of
the former Hotel Powhatten, on Pennsylvania
Ave, N.W. where President Masaryk at one
time resided and met with officials of the
Woodrow Wilson Administration. It is a fitting
site to remember this champion of democracy.

Mr. Speaker, I want to bring to the attention
of my colleagues that this bill will not cost the
taxpayer nor the U.S. government any monies
but, rather, all expenses for the memorial will
be borne by the American Friends of the
Czech Republic.

I want to express my appreciation to Milton
Cerny, President of the American Friends of
the Czech Republic, his distinguished Direc-
tors, Advisors and Sponsoring Organization for
the support of this legislation. Accordingly, I
urge my colleagues to cosponsor this bill, and
pass the legislation during this session of Con-
gress. Please join with me in paying tribute
and homage to Tomas Masaryk, an out-
standing champion of democracy.

A BILL To authorize the American Friends
of the Czech Republic to establish a memo-
rial to honor Tomas G. Masaryk in the Dis-
trict of Columbia.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. AUTHORITY TO ESTABLISH MEMO-

RIAL.
(a) IN GENERAL.—The American Friends of

the Czech Republic is authorized to establish
a memorial to honor Tomas G. Masaryk on
the Federal land in the District of Columbia
described in subsection (b).

(b) LOCATION OF MEMORIAL.—The Federal
land referred to in subsection (a) is the tri-
angle of land in the District of Columbia
that is bordered by 19th Street, NW., H
Street, NW., and Pennsylvania Avenue, NW.,
and designated as plot number 30 in area II
on the map numbered 869/86501 and dated
May 1, 1986, and which is located across H
Street, NW., from the International Bank for
Reconstruction and Development.

(c) COMPLIANCE WITH STANDARDS FOR COM-
MEMORATIVE WORKS.—The establishment of
the memorial shall be in accordance with the
Commemorative Works Act (40 U.S.C. 1001 et
seq.).

(d) LIMITATION ON PAYMENT OF EXPENSE.—
The United States Government shall not pay
any expense for the establishment of the me-
morial.
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Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, Today I bring at-
tention to a valuable member of my Inter-
national Relations Committee staff, Shelly Liv-
ingston, who is retiring tomorrow. Shelly has
worked on the Committee for over 25 years,
serving under six chairmen. When Shelly start-
ed with the Committee in 1974, Thomas ‘‘Doc’’
Morgan was Chairman. Clem Zablocki, Dante
Fascell, Lee Hamilton, and BEN GILMAN were
fortunate to have Shelly work for them. In her
capacity as our fiscal and budget adminis-
trator, she has been invaluable in her knowl-

edge of the House rules, and the complexities
of everything from personnel procedures and
health care options to payroll and travel
vouchers.

Actually, Shelly started her career here on
Capitol Hill right out of college in 1973 working
as a Capitol tour guide—one of the ‘‘red
coats’’ as she likes to refer to her former posi-
tion.

She has served as treasurer for the U.S.-
Mexico Interparliamentary Group for over 20
years, and many members know her from
having traveled with her.

Without Shelly’s hard work and dedication,
we would not have our state-of-the-art audio
visual main committee hearing room. Shelly
spent many long hours ensuring that this
major renovation project ran smoothly.

Shelly has been indispensable in putting to-
gether the bi-annual committee budget since
1980. She has a keen mind for numbers, and
has been able to work in a bipartisan manner
with all members and staff. Her expertise and
institutional memory will be missed.

Shelly is a die-hard Texan, who is going to
retire tomorrow and spend the next couple of
years travelling around the world. We thank
her for her service and dedication to this insti-
tution, and I know I speak for many on both
sides of the aisle when I say we will miss her
witty humor and loyal friendship.

We wish her well, and know that with her
great love for the arts, she will be doing inter-
esting work in the future.
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Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, I am I am
honored to pay tribute once again to the citi-
zens of Greece on the occasion of their 180th
anniversary of independence on Sunday,
March 25th. Coincidentally, March 25th also
marks the important religious holiday of the
Feast of the Annunciation celebrated by most
Greek-Americans. The history and culture of
people of Greek heritage has impacted the
lives of countless people throughout the world,
and it is important that we recognize their con-
tributions to mankind and the principles of de-
mocracy.

After suffering more than 400 years of op-
pression under the Ottoman Empire, the peo-
ple of Greece commenced a revolt on March
25th 1821. Many dedicated, patriotic Greeks
lost their lives in the struggle which lasted
over 7 years. Ultimately, the freedom the
Greeks fought so hard for was courageously
achieved, and the Hellenic Republic, com-
monly know as Greece, was born.

Historically, Greece has been a dedicated
United States ally. A fierce supporter during
World War II, Greek soldiers fought beside
Americans to preserve democracy and inde-
pendence. For almost half a century, Greece
has stood beside the United States as an ac-
tive and important member to NATO. It has
consistently proved to be a valuable player in
preserving security in the Mediterranean.

Greece has influenced our society in many
ways. Greece is the birthplace of democracy,
the foundation of American principles. No

doubt, without Greece’s influence, the United
States would be a completely different country
today.

I am all too familiar with the positive con-
tributions that are continually being made by
Greek-Americans around the country. I am
particularly proud of the fact that nearly 7,000
people in the Eighth Congressional District of
Massachusetts are of Greek descent.
Throughout the neighborhoods in Boston, Wa-
tertown, Cambridge, Chelsea, Belmont, and
my hometown of Somerville, Greek-Americans
are one of the most active groups in politics
and community service. The Hellenic Cultural
Center, the Greek Orthodox Church and other
Greek-American organizations in the district
are working to improve education, healthcare,
and the environment.

As the Greeks celebrate their day of inde-
pendence, I hope all Americans will take a
moment to reflect on the valuable contribu-
tions that both Greeks and Greek-Americans
have bestowed on our own country. This is
the least we can do for a people who gave us
the democratic concept of civilization and have
continued to impact our communities and daily
lives.
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Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.

Speaker, I am pleased today to join my col-
leagues Mr. WICKER, Mr. KILDEE, Mr. CAL-
LAHAN, Ms. WOOLSEY, and Mr. KINGSTON in in-
troducing legislation to extend and improve the
National Writing Project.

The knowledge and skill of a child’s teacher
is the single most important factor in the qual-
ity of his or her education. The National Writ-
ing Project is a nationwide program that works
to improve students’ writing abilities by improv-
ing the teaching of writing in the nation’s
schools.

The National Writing Project serves a re-
markable number of teachers and students on
an exceptionally small budget.

Last year, the National Writing Project
trained 212,724 teachers and administrators
nationwide through 167 writing project sites in
49 states, Washington, DC and Puerto Rico. It
has served over two million teachers and ad-
ministrators over the last 25 years.

For every federal dollar it receives, the Na-
tional Writing Project raises about $7.00 in
matching grants. This makes the National
Writing Project one of the most cost-effective
educational programs in the country.

Furthermore, a national staff of only two
people administers the National Writing
Project. The use of limited federal funds to le-
verage large private investments is the most
efficient way to use the budgeted funds avail-
able for the greatest possible return.

The National Writing Project works. For ex-
ample, in Chicago, students of National Writ-
ing Project teachers have shown significantly
higher gains on the Illinois Goals Assessment
Program writing tests when compared to stu-
dent performance citywide. In an urban Sac-
ramento, California high school, student per-
formance on local writing assessments rose
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